PURX’ IM                                           PURX’ IM 


An informal group of 5 unquiet souls that cannot keep themselves far from the melodies that constitute the roots of our musical landscape.

We have made these kinds of public appearances not more than once a year and we don't play together for over 11 months now.

Your hosts have asked us for something different and that's what you'll have. We are going to play for a few pieces with a few hundred years old. Folk music, nothing fancy, uses instruments which nature dates back from between 900 years (like the hurdy-gurdy) and 200 years. 

O cego andante:

A traditional Gaelic song, which name could be translated to "the wandering blind". It has to do with the melodies that blind folks played in the market places of northern Celtic Spain. A lot of the most harmonic melodies of that musical universe were made by the wandering blind folks from town to town playing in fairs and market places for a living.

It portrays the story of a young girl that in spite of her beauty and all the young guys that wished to marry her, fell in love by the blind man playing the hurdy-gurdy.

A cruz davella:

Also coming from Celtic Galicia (spanish northern province) it's a piece that combines melody along with a lively way of playing.

The deepest characteristics of galician people over the ages id that they are very passionate (a lot worse than italians). But they combine the sadness with a very playful way of living, they can feel joy in unhappiness in a country where it always rains in the loveliest of days.

This music does just the same.

Quadrilha:

A northern France dance, brought over to Portugal by the french invasions it took a name that could be translated by "the muggers bunch" because napoleons troops used to pillage everything they could find.

A curious phenomenon: plain folks being able to find something beautiful in the middle of a terrible war.

A moda dos mastros:

Coming from the hot and dry southern portuguese moor. Slow and balanced melody just like the peoples mood on that region.

To be sang in-group just like an old gaelic song on a winter’s night at the local pub.

Featuring a typical guitar with very typical sound that looks messy without loosing its tone. We call this guitar “viola Campaniça”

A chamarrita:

A very typical song from the islands (Azores and Madeira archipelagos). 

The main components are sea, sky, rock and volcanoes.

We have tried to transport the sounds and moods of both places, which do have a lot in common. For that purpose, we have mixed the lyrics of one place with the music of the other and it came out like this:

A dança dos montanheses:

One of the most representative instruments of our culture is the typical fado guitar. Looking like a banjo, it is the daughter of an older lady of wooden belly and wired hair.

This very old lady, being itself the daughter of an illustrious european family with possibly some arab ascendance lived modestly throughout 500 years and we are now honoured to introduce it to you tonight: the "viola braguesa".

The fado guitar (Coimbra model) has been deeply studied by a portuguese guitar player, which is undoubtedly the greatest fado guitar composer in the world. Is name is "Carlos Paredes". The piece you are about to hear was is doing.

As piruxaldas de monel:

Calling again into Galicia, here goes another sample of a very very old secular tune. This time it's a piece that lived out through the centuries and which we will play with the very same instrument that has created it.

A moda do gaiteiro:

The bagpiper's mood

Setting sale to the northeast Portugal plateau, where bagpipes rule. In a harsh land, difficult to reach on the top of high mountains, the celtic spirit lasted on people’s culture for a long long time like 1600 years.

Replacing the bag pipe (which we definitely cannot use indoors) by the harmonica (which in Portugal we also call a pipe).

We tied this music together with another island sound

A marcha dos foliões:

The march of the bohemians

Featuring one of our most widespread string instruments: the "cavaquinho".

This little piece of wood, invented in Portugal a few hundred years ago, derived in a number of species all over the world. The most representative kinds are: this one (portuguese species), the "quatro" in Venezuela, the "cavaquinho brasileiro" in Brazil, the "ukelele" in hawai, plus a few other variants in china (Guangzou province) and even Australia.

This will be our final number. Thank you for attending.

